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CALENDAR OF COMING MEETINGS 
December 17-19, 1958. Winter meeting, American Society of Agricultural 
Engineers, Palmer House, Chicago, Ill. 


December 29-30, 1958. Joint Conference on Water Resources, sponsored by 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, American Geophysi- 
cal Union, American Society of Agronomy and ASCE. 


February 9-13, 1959. National convention, ASCE, Hotel Statler, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 
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May 4-8, 1959. National Convention, ASCE, Hotel Cleveland, Cleveland, Ohio. 


May 11-12, 1959. National Conference, U. S. National Committee of I.C.I.D., 
Reno, Nevada. 


July 1-3, 1959. Annual conference, Hydraulics Division, ASCE, Ft. Collins, 
Colo. 


October 19-23, 1959. National Convention, ASCE, Washington, D. C. 


Session Programs Committee Chairman Kenneth Q. Volk reports progress 
in firming up the Irrigation and Drainage Division sessions of the February 


Los Angeles convention. Here are the topics and authors as presently es- 
tablished: 


Samual B. Morris: Los Angeles Water Supply and Irrigation Development. 


R. B. Diemer: Importation of water from Colorado River to Southern 
California. 


Harvey O. Banks: Feather River Project. 


Arthur E. Burington: Progress Report on Fresh Water Barrier to Prevent 
Salt Water Intrusion. 


William W. Donnan: Present Irrigation and Drainage Methods in Russia. 
Lowell Weeks: Drainage Methods, Coachella Valley, Calif. 
Dell Shockley: Methods of Evaluating Irrigation Systems. 


Field inspection trips on Friday are scheduled to the Los Angeles County 
Flood Control District spreading grounds at Whittier Narrows, and to 
Manhattan Beach to witness Fresh Water Barrier creation by injection wells 
to prevent salt water intrusion. On Saturday, February 14, engineers may 
visit the Weymouth Filtration and Softening plant and Lake Mathews reser- 
voir, both on the Metropolitan Water District system. A longer trip, cover- 
ing both Saturday and Sunday, which will cover the entire MWD aqueduct 
system to Parker Dam on the Colorado River, also will be available. 

The Irrigation and Drainage Division enjoyed its first annual conference 
east of the Mississippi when it met Seytember 25 and 26 in Memphis, Tenn. 
The technical sessions emphasized discussions of supplemental irrigation, 
drainage, water rights, drought frequencies and small detention reservoirs. 
We are particularly gratified that Vice President Norman R. Moore, Director 
William J. Hedley and Mid-South Section President Harold J. Engstrom, Jr. 
were in attendance throughout the two-day conference. 


The Memphis conference was sponsored by the Committee on Irrigation 
and Drainage Practices in Humid Areas. This committee, together with its 
Task Committee on Water Rights Laws in States in Humid Areas, met in 
Memphis Wednesday, September 24. M. C. Boyer of the Indiana Flood and 
Water Resources Commission was elected chairman of the parent committee 
to succeed Paul H. Berg of the Bureau of Reclamation, who successfully 
guided this committee through a very productive program since 1954. Our 
thanks to Paul Berg for a job well done and our congratulations and best 
wishes to Mr. Boyer. 

The committee prepared an outline for a manual on irrigation and drainage 
practices. It is expected that this outline will be presented to the executive 
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committee of the division in the very near future. The Task Committee on 
Water Rights Laws is working to develop a statement of principles engineers 
would like to see incorporated in state water laws. 

Three papers dealing with irrigation and drainage practices in humid 
areas are being prepared for presentation at the Cleveland National Conven- 
tion of ASCE, May 4-8, 1959. 


The International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage is an organiza- 
tion which merits our individual support. Officers of the U. S. National 
Committee of this Commission are: 


Walter E. Blomgren, M. ASCE, Chairman 
Steven H. Poe, Executive Secretary 


Other ASCE members on the Executive Committee are: Charles R. 
Maierhofer, Gerald T. McCarthey, C. J. McKnight, and Wendell E. Johnson. 

Several hundred individual members and a few representative corporate 
members support the activities of this organization. Members receive fre- 
quent bulletins relating worldwide activities and developments in irrigation 
and drainage. 


To stimulate and coordinate the technical activities of the U. S. National 
Committee of ICID the executive committee has appointed a Technical 
Activities Committee. C. W. Thomas, M. ASCE Hydraulic Engineer with 
the Bureau of Reclamation, Denver, is chairman of this new committee. Its 
immediate assignments are to stimulate and supervise the preparation of 
papers to be presented at the first national meeting of USICID, which probably 
will be held in May 1959, and at the Fourth International Congress of ICID to 
be held in Madrid, Spain, June 1-15, 1960. ASCE members are invited to sub- 
mit technical papers in support of any or all of the four questions to be con- 
sidered at the 1959 national meeting and the 1960 International Congress: 


11. Reclamation of Waterlogged and Marshy Lands. 

12. Sprinkler Irrigation and Comparison with Other Methods of Irrigation. 

13. Tolerance of Plants to Minerals in Solution in Irrigation Water and 
Soil. 

14. Use of Longitudinal Embankments or Levees as Flood Protection 
Measures. 


Persons interested in preparing papers on any of these subjects are in- 
vited to correspond with Mr. Thomas for additional information and instruc- 
tions. 

A California chapter of USICID is being organized by members of the 
Steering Committee for the successful Third Congress of ICID held in San 
Francisco in May, 1957. Dr. Robert M. Hagan of the University of California 
is acting chairman and Philip Breck, of Breck and Associates, Oakland, Calif., 
is secretary. 


The Irrigation and Drainage Division of the Colorado Section of ASCE is off 
to a good start on its 1958-59 series of monthly technical meetings. C. W. 
Thomas of the Bureau of Reclamation Hydraulic Laboratory Branch pre- 
sented an illustrated talk on irrigation developments in Japan at this Division’s 
September 24 meeting. Mr. Thomas reported that in this country, recently 
visited by him, 16 per cent of the gross income is derived from farming. 
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its high population density and consequently high demand for farm products, 
all arable acres must be cultivated and most of these are irrigated. Some of 
these acres are on very steep slopes. On these the science of irrigation 
agriculture utilizing level benches, has been developed to a very high degree. 
Daryl B. Simons, project leader, USGS, working in cooperation with 
Colorado State University in Ft. Collins, presented a paper, “Roughness in 
Alluvial C* -nels,” at the October 22 joint meeting of the Hydraulics and 
Irrigatio: and Drainage Divisions. John T. Maletic, soil scientist with the 
Bureau of Reclamation, is scheduled to discuss quality of water for irriga- 
tion use at the November 26 meeting. No meeting is scheduled for December. 


The American Society of Agricultural Engineers has made available a re- 
port titled “Irrigation-Mosquito Problems in the United States.” The report 
was prepared by the Committee on Irrigation System Design for Mosquito 
Control of the Irrigation Group, Soil and Water Division, of that Society. 
ASCE members of this committee include Lloyd E. Myers and August R. 
Robinson, both with the Agricultural Research Service, Ft. Collins, Colo. 
The report points out that the ultimate solution to mosquito problems as- 
sociated with irrigation must be based upon measures that are aimed at pre- 
venting, eliminating or reducing mosquito producing areas. Among these 
would be included the proper treatment of irrigation storage reservoirs and 
undrained depressions or borrow pits, the elimination of weeds from canals 
and laterals, the proper design of irrigation structures to prevent the crea- 
tion of ponds of residual water and the prevention of seepage and waste from 
irrigation canals and laterals. 

Western Farm Life Magazine published in Denver, Colo., recently made a 
study of the agricultural economy in its 8-state service area. These states — 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico and 
part of Nebraska, include some of the best irrigation areas in the country. 
Total cash income per farm in this so-called “sure crop” area in 1955 
averaged $10,135 per farm, while the national average cash farm income for 
the same year was $6,200 per farm. The results of this survey by Western 
Farm Life certainly confirm that irrigation farming is different from “dry- 
land” farming, both as to types of crops and monetary returns. It would be 
interesting to have similar data from other such unified areas in the country, 
possibly areas in which specific single crops predominate. Your editor sug- 
gests that any of our readers who may have access to such information or 
could develop it should consider submitting it for publication, either in the 
Newsletter or in one of the ASCE’s more formal publications. 


Ivan D. Wood, retired irrigation engineer of the Federal Extension Service 
and frequent speaker at irrigation conferences at home and abroad, is irriga- 
tion editor of Western Farm Life. 


This item actually has nothing to do with irrigation, but is bound to be of 
interest to irrigation engineers. Coalinga, Calif., soon will be using de- 
mineralized water and will be the first municipality to make use of the elec- 
tric membrane system developed by Ionics, Inc. of Cambridge, Mass. 

Well water available to Coalinga, a city of 6,000 about 50 miles southwest 
of Fresno, is very brackish, having a hardness of approximately 2,000 ppm. 
The town has two separate distribution systems, one for this brackish water, 
which is used for bathing and for other non-potable uses, and one for fresh 
water used for cooking and drinking. In the past Coalinga hauled drinking 
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water by rail from 45 miles away at a cost of about $7 per 1,000 gallons. 
The new demineralization plant will reduce the dissolved solids content of 


the water by 85 per cent, from 2,000 ppm to a maximum of 300. At an esti- P) 


mated cost of $1.45 per 1,000 gallons including operation, amortization and 
interest, fresh water still will cost Coalinga considerably more than the 
average community, but much less than the former cost of hauling water. 
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